
 
 

 
 

November 4, 2020 
 
Dear SES Outlaw Parents of Hybrid Students,  
 
On Friday, Oregon Department of Education (ODE) released new guidance for schools in Oregon along with the 
updated metrics that pave the way for our fourth grade students to return to in-person learning.  As COVID cases 
continue to rise in Oregon and with updated information from the CDC they have made the following changes 
that will impact our elementary students. 
 
“Face coverings should be worn both indoors and outdoors, including during outdoor recess.”  Effective today, 
Wednesday, November 4, our students will be wearing their face coverings outdoors.  We will be creating spaces 
within each zone where students can go to remove their masks and take an individual mask break while outside.  
We know that this is an adjustment, and classroom teachers will be more aware and continue to provide space 
and opportunity for individual mask breaks within the classroom.  Several of our students have had a trial run this 
week and most have done well with this shift.  They will still remove their face masks for eating at snack and 
lunch times. 
 

“In general, face coverings are preferred over face shields, as they 
may provide better containment of small aerosols that can be 
produced while talking. Use of a face shield alone should only be 
done on a very limited basis, because wearing a face shield alone 
without a mask or face covering increases the potential for 
transmission of viruses to those in the same room as the individual 
without the mask or face covering... Face shields are an acceptable 
alternative when a student has a medical condition that prevents 
them from wearing a mask or face covering, or when people need to 
see the student’s mouth and tongue motions in order to 
communicate.”  With each update, the guidance continues to get 
more rigid regarding the wearing of masks vs. face shields.  If your 
child has been exclusively wearing a face shield and doesn’t have 

the above conditions, please invest in a few face masks for them.  Students are having fun wearing face masks 
that express their individuality.  Please make sure your child has an appropriate sized mask or shield and knows 
how to wear them appropriately.  Please see the diagram for specifics. If your child has a medical condition 
requiring a face shield, please send a note from their medical provider to our nurse.   
 
The guidance about how to determine close contact with a person who has COVID-19 now states, “The definition 
of exposure is being within 6 feet of a person who has COVID-19 for at least 15 cumulative minutes in a day.” 
Our students are maintaining this 6 feet of distance throughout the day to mitigate the risk of exposure for your 
child. 
 



“Primary symptoms of concern: cough, fever (temperature of 100.4°F or higher) or chills, shortness of breath, 
difficulty breathing, or new loss of taste or smell.”  This update is now reflected in our screening questions in the 
morning during drop off.  Thank you for continuing to partner with us in keeping your child home when they 
display these symptoms.  We know that there are many common ailments that have similar symptoms, and that it 
is a sacrifice to keep your child home.  We appreciate your vigilance and commitment to erring on the side of 
caution to prevent spread, keeping us safe and healthy. 
 
Change can be difficult, especially from our adult lenses.  We have seen our students adapt well and we will 
continue to support each student through this process. We truly believe that in-person learning is the best option 
for our students and we are willing to do what it takes to keep your students healthy and learning in-person. 
 
We appreciate and welcome your input and feedback.   
 
 
Joan Warburg 
Principal, Sisters Elementary School 


