
 
June 4, 2020 

 

Dear SMS Families, 

As public servants here at SMS, one of our jobs is to teach our country’s history, to learn from it, to 
analyze, and reflect upon it while concurrently upholding the mission and vision of the Sisters School 
District which states: 

The next generation of Outlaws face an increasingly changing world where the work 
they do and the problems they solve will require the ability to see the big picture, 
relate well to others and think creatively. We are committed to educating students to 
have the confidence and capacity to change the world. We know our students and 
help them find their strengths and passions. 

Individual relationships are foundational to everything we do, as is our belief in 
each student’s ability to become a caring, contributing adult. This requires a focus on 
the whole individual, including their mental and emotional well-being, beginning 
with self-awareness and compassion. We believe diversity will make us stronger 
and we will honor each student’s background, race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, 
and religious affiliation. 

As such, I would be remised if I did not write to our school community around the heartbreaking display 
of racism in our country, and yes, even at times within our incredible Sisters community.  I’m broken-
hearted that a series of tragic deaths have again been the impetus to bringing the need for change to 
light.  I’m saddened for our students (and ourselves) that we live in a world where discrimination is a 
part of daily life for all too many.  

I’d like to acknowledge those students, families and community members that have raised their voices 
over the course of the last weeks to support this mission.  I’d like to also acknowledge those that have 
reached out to those that have been affected by racism to support and learn more. 

I’d like to share a few words of wisdom from a good friend, “This is about humanity, not politics. We 
need to all be in this together.  Let us not distill this issue of humanity into politics or other labels. It’s 
too important.” I love the Sisters School District community for many reasons that span the gamut of 
race, religion, creed, and political beliefs, and hope you do too. #sistersstrong 

  



 
 

 
 

If you have been a victim of racism and want someone to talk with, if you want to learn how to be more 
involved in anti-racism, if you need resources for learning more about different cultural and racial 
experiences, or any other supportive needs, please don’t hesitate to contact myself, Mr. Roth, or Mr. 
Jackson.  

At Sisters Middle School, we are committed to restorative justice, empathy and loving engagement, and 
inclusivity for all.  

Your partner in education and community enhancement, 

Mrs. Haney 
Principal 
Sisters Middle School 

 


