
 
May 3, 2020 

Dear SMS Families, 

It is difficult to believe that we are going into week five of Distance Learning and that we have been 
“apart” from students for seven weeks.  These last weeks have brought about an extensive array of 
emotions, celebrations, and challenges.  I remind myself daily that these COVID-19 times must be 
taken in stride and that each day doesn’t have to be perfect.  Each day that everyone tries their best, in 
whatever way that looks, is a win.  Thank you all for trying your personal best. You are all winners in my 
book. 

The first week of distance learning was filled with blunders, confusion, a steep learning curve, 
persistence, creativity, and lots and lots of questions—rightfully so. It was completely new to all 
involved.  Now, approaching week five, we are seeing high levels of participation, new forms of 
communication and collaboration that allow for seemingly instantaneous responses to student needs, 
grace and humility, self-paced learning, inquiry, and so much more.  While we have seen great 
initiative, flexibility, and continued learning in the last month, we know there continues to be “good 
days and bad days,” so please maintain communication with our staff and myself so we can best meet 
the needs of your student and your family.  Our students participated in a survey last week to share 
their perspective on Distance Learning; I look forward to sharing this data with you on Friday during 
our Parent Zoom meeting. 

Sisters Middle School sure does love their teachers!  Please join me in acknowledging our teachers as 
this week is Teacher Appreciation Week.  If you have a spare moment, I ask you and / or your student 
to drop a line or give a quick call to their teacher.  Let our admirable staff know the ways in which you 
give thanks for the work that they do.  Our SMS students are blessed to have teachers such as ours; 
they are life-long game changers for your children.  Along these same lines, many thanks to you as well 
for partnering with us as “co-teachers” during this unforeseeable time.  Coronavirus or not, we 
couldn’t do this without you too, SMS parents! 

Eighth Grade students and families - please know that we are currently underway with planning for the 
eighth grade awards ceremony and eighth grade promotion.  Although we haven’t decided upon the 
final format, we will still be hosting the promotion on Monday, June 15th at 5:15 pm in some 
fashion.  More information to come in the next week or so. 

Equally as notable as Teacher Appreciation Week is Mother’s Day.  To all the moms out there, this is 
your week, and you should be proud of the blood, sweat and tears that goes into such an incredible 
role.  As my mother still tells me to this day, “a mother’s work is never done.” Thank you for never 
being “done.” There are few in this world as special as a mom. Happy Mother’s Day! 



 
 

 
 

The Distance Learning journey has not been easy, but few things in life that heed great change, great 
results, great reflection, and great growth do.  I look forward to our discourse on Friday’s Zoom.   

Time: May 8, 2020 08:15 AM  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87355936915?pwd=T2xSYVc5b2FCTVBKSTVDd2JudExWZz09 

Meeting ID: 873 5593 6915      Password: 9QrgaT 

 

Your partner in education and community enhancement, 

Mrs. Haney 
Principal 
Sisters Middle School 
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