
 
 

 
 

April 5, 2020 

Our Return to Learning 

Dear SMS Students & Families, 

Is it just me or has the last three weeks felt much more like the length of summer 
vacation?  I've felt that same feeling that I get towards the end of summer; I miss 
everyone.  I miss our students, our SMS families, and our staff.  Staying home has 
made me more keenly aware of the many things I'm thankful for in my life.  As our 
spring break comes to a conclusion today our community, state, country and world are 
still experiencing the tragic nature and effects of COVID-19.  While I know this wasn't 
the spring break many had hoped for I do hope that you all found positive, happy times 
with your family.   

Before I share our plans about the coming weeks, please know that both myself and our 
staff realize you are being asked to participate in the teaching and learning process in a 
way that you had never anticipated or maybe even desired, and during a crisis no 
less.  The same can also be said for our staff, they are being asked to create and 
deliver instruction in a way that is entirely different from how they've honed their 
teaching skills, but I have the utmost confidence in the top notch learning that will be 
offered.  Collectively, our mantra really must be that of patience, grace, a sense of 
humor, simplicity and assuming best intentions.  We all care immensely about our 
students and community and that will take us far in this new quest. 

What should families expect this week, the week of April 6th?  

1. To hear from one or more faculty and staff members from SMS on Monday or 
Tuesday to reconnect, assess needs and share greater details about what your 
child's learning will look like this week and beyond. 

2. By Wednesday at the very latest, your child will receive supplemental work to 
begin reviewing and preparing for next weeks Distance Learning for All 
implementation. 

3. On Friday, families will be able to come and pick up necessary materials and 
technology to support your student's learning.  More information on what the 
pick-up structure will look like will be sent later this week.  All schools will have 
alphabetical pick-up at the designated times:                   A-G 8-9:30am, H-M 
9:30-11am, N-S 11am-12:30pm, and T-Z 1-2:30pm 

  



What should families expect next week, the week of April 13th? 

1. Our Distance Learning for All will begin April 13th.  Distance Learning for All 
will be a blended learning model of recorded lessons, live lessons, small and 
individual supports, supplemental work and office hours to connect with 
students and families. 

2. Grade levels will send out weekly information on Mondays. Next week you will 
be receiving more detailed information on Distance learning and a 
student/parent handbook on Distance Learning for SMS. 

3. On Friday, April 17th, I will be hosting a Zoom meeting for all parents and 
guardians to hear successes and challenges so we can respond appropriately 
to needs during this transition. 

Our school staff is committed to collaborating with parents, students, and one another to 
continue to provide the best possible education.  I wish you and your family a positive 
outlook, strength and good health. 

Your partner in education and community enhancement, 

Mrs. Haney 
Sisters Middle School 
Principal 

 


