
 
 

 
 

October 13, 2017 
 
 
 
Dear Parents and Community Members, 
 
I wanted to follow up with our families as we have had an additional meeting with the city and the 
Urban Forestry Board in regards to tree removal from our campus.  The district is still committed to the 
original rational for this work which is safety, health of the trees that remain, and protection of district 
assets.  In all the news coverage on this topic, the why of the dialogue seems to get lost. 
  
First, I would like to address the district perspective on the "deer habitat" at the elementary school.  
Over the last two years, I have read several letters in The Nugget expressing concern about safety and 
deer being chased by dogs at the elementary school during Saturday soccer games. Additionally, we 
have had multiple incidents where school personnel have had to wrangle does with fawns, or bucks out 
of the elementary school grounds so our kids could be safe for recess.   
  
 Next, I would also like to talk more about managing our property to reduce the fire danger to our 
schools.  This summer's fire activity made it clear to us that we needed to be proactive in protecting the 
schools and its property from fire danger.  Several stands of trees on our property do not meet this 
standard. 
  
The last, and most important area of safety that has not been covered in great depth, is creating clear 
sight lines through our property.  This helps us in multiple ways.  First, it helps us supervise our students 
when they are on our grounds.  Having clear line of sight through our property helps us manage the 
safety of our students and events.  Secondly, having clear sight lines so we can recognize when we might 
have unapproved visitors on our property. 
 
Our mission to create a safe campus does not necessarily align with a forested tree per acre standard.  
We are working with the city and the UFB to establish these safety standards in regards to the trees, and 
to keep as much of the scene scape that makes our school settings unique. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Curtiss Scholl 
Superintendent 
Sisters School District 
 


