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Mural at Sisters Middle School. 

From the office of the 
Superintendent  
It’s hard to believe the first month of school is already behind us - 
looking outside the changing of the leaves helps to show us that 
fall is here.  I wanted to thank you for your support of Sisters 
Schools - this community is making a difference in our students 
success.

School Bond projects are well under way.  The District hired Brett 
Hudson as the Bond Project Manager.  He will be working with 
our new Director of Operations Ryan Hudson to ensure all 
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SES strives for 
community. 

Principal Becky Stoughton is 
pleased to invite families into 
the Elementary School this fall 
with activities like the Open 
House, upcoming conferences 
and a variety of planned family 
nights. (continued on  page 3) 

Supporting 
students at SMS. 

The Middle School looks 
forward to continuing to 
support students through a 
variety of programming and 
encourages parents to get 
involved.  Counselor Brook 
Jackson offered sound advice 
to parents of Middle School 
aged students at the recent 
Open House.   
(continued on page 4) 

SHS sees student 
success. 

SHS Principal Joe Hosang, 
talks about the success of the 
new schedule, staff trainings, 
new electives and ways to get 
involved.  
(continued on page 4).

A Great Place to Live 
and Learn 

http://www.ssd6.org


SSD #6 October 3, 2016

projects are done completely and in a timely manner.  Many of 
you have seen the new track has been installed and Outlaw 
Football have already faced many opponents on the new field. 

Over the course of the last several months the District sold all of 
the bonds and helped us pay off our Full-Faith and credit 
obligation.  That payment allowed us to put close to $240,000 
immediately into the classroom.  We were able hire a new 3rd 
grade teacher at the Elementary School; Physics Teacher at the 
High School - and for the first time in several years our District 
has a full counseling team supporting all of our students.

The announcement of the additional $4mil match from the State 
of Oregon after the bond passed in May was a huge win for our 
students and community.  The School Board is working to  
appoint the Bond Oversight Committee this coming month and 
with both groups will help focus those additional funds. You can 
stay up to date with bond projects on our new website at 
www.ssd6.org/bondoverview. 

Each school is working hard to develop a sense of community in 
their building.  Parents, students, teachers, and volunteers all 
have a part to play to make education work.  Administrators at 
every level are excited about the possibilities of the coming year 
and know that working together great things can happen in our 
community.

As always, I invite questions and feedback from the community.  
Please join me at my next Superintendent Coffee on Wednesday, 
October 12 from 9:30am - 10:30am at the Sisters School District 
Office on Cascade or call 541-549-8521.

Curtiss J. Scholl
Superintendent
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Sportsmanship as 
well as gamesmanship 
from SHS athletes. 

Co-Curricular Director Tim Roth 
reports that fall sports are well 
under way and he is proud of the 
excellent coaching staff at Sisters 
High School.

“Easily one of the best in the 
state,” he says.

In September the wrestling team 
partnered with the Green Team to 
manage all the recycling at the 
2016 Sisters Folk Festival.

More recently, Roth received an 
email from an opposing team’s 
Athletic Director praising our 
Sisters Outlaws for their 
sportsmanship on the sidelines.  

Way to go Outlaws!

IMPORTANT DATES:

Homecoming Game 10/14

Senior Night - Volleyball 10/17

Senior Night - Girls Soccer 10/18

Senior Night - Boys Soccer 
10/20

Senior Night - Football 10/21

Outlaws Together BINGO 10/24
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New Counselor Wendy Von Seggern poses with Kelso the Frog. 

Full counseling program impacts all 
students. 

For the first time in several years the Sisters School District is 
pleased to announce a full counseling team.  All three Sisters 
Schools are supported by their own, full-time, school counselor.

•Wendy Von Seggern at Sisters Elementary School works with all 
students weekly in an ‘Emotional Learning’ classroom as well as 
hosting individual and group sessions.

•Brook Jackson at Sisters Middle School, who served the District as 
a contractor for the past few years is excited to offer tips to parents 
about working with the emotional and hormonal changes that occur 
as students hit the Middle School years.

•Charlie Kanzig remains as the counselor at Sisters High School.  
Kanzig has been with the District since the late 1990’s and 
continues to serve the students and staff well.

•The District is pleased to welcome former contractor, ASPIRE & 
College Readiness Coordinator Rick Kroytz to the staff of the High 
School.  This hire secures his position supporting students develop 
their post high schools plans.

•Theresa Wadden continues to work with juniors and seniors by 
appointment.

All counselors are available at our new website 
www.SSD6.org/parents/schoolcounselors.

Community 
Building at 
SES 
Sisters Elementary School 
Principal Becky Stoughton has 
long been focused on making the 
school a community.  

Through work with staff, students 
and families there are more 
opportunities for parents and 
community members to volunteer 
and get involved with the school.  

Students have a robust ‘specials’ 
group of classes.  Every student 
receives a weekly class of Art, 
Music, PE, Emotional Learning 
and a new “Music & Movement” 
class.  

Recently, 
through a 
grant from the 
Studio to 
School 
program 
through the 
Sisters Folk 
Festival the 
entire school 
participated in 
a 2 week 
drumming 
Artist in 

Residency with local musician 
Dale Largent.  Another Artist in 
Residency program is scheduled 
for this school year as well.

Many family nights are scheduled 
in partnership with the Sisters 
Parent Teacher Community.  The 
first, Family Art Night is 
scheduled for Thursday 
November 10 from 5pm - 7pm.

http://www.ssd6.org/parents/schoolcounselors
http://www.ssd6.org
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Exciting New 
Programming at SMS 
Sisters Middle School has been bustling with activity so 
far this school year.  Fall Parent Night was held on 
Tuesday, September 20.  If families were unable to attend 
there are resources from that night available on their 
website and by stopping in at the front office.

Conferences will be held in the evening on October 19 as well as throughout the day and early evening 
on the 20th.  

The SMS Library is open 2 days a week and staffed by volunteers.  The Middle School is seeking 
additional volunteers to help students out finding books and other duties within the library.  There will be 
an informational meeting held on October 4 at 2:30pm in the MS Library.

Staff have been working on a new programming focus for this year as well.  5th grade students will be 
going to Outdoor School at Camp Tamarack and 5th and 6th grade are now benefiting from Visual Artist 
in Residence, Judy Fuentes, funded through a grant from the Studio to School program through the 
Sisters Folk Festival.

Also new this year, SMS students will be having a “Retreat Day” each trimester and 8th grade students 
will be taking an end of the year trip to Ashland to see two plays within The Shakespearean Festival and 
visit Southern Oregon University.  

Positive changes at SHS 
Principal Joe Hosang reports that the new ABC schedule, while a bit unorthodox, is working out very 
well.  

“Students report to me that they enjoy the break of not seeing every class every day and they enjoy the 
required study hall or release time,” he said.  “Additionally, we’re seeing less tardies and an increase in 
positive energy.  We’re grateful for the efforts and flexibility of our students and staff because it’s truly 
been a very smooth start of the school year.”

Sisters High School sent 80% of their staff to training over the past summer to enhance all levels of 
instruction, systems, leadership, and culture of the school.  

“The focus of our training and our new AVID Elective for sophomores is about improving the academic 
performance for all students so they are career and college ready,” says Hosang.

In order to continue SHS’s long-standing tradition of graduating students ready for the future we depend 
on the community for volunteers.  SHS is in need of AVID tutors and ASPIRE mentors.  AVID tutors 
conduct tutorial sessions in all academic areas for a small group of students on a regular basis.  ASPIRE 
mentors are assigned to work one-on-one with juniors and seniors, guiding them through the important 
steps toward postsecondary education.  Email joe.hosang@sisters.k12.or.us for more information.

mailto:joe.hosang@sisters.k12.or.us
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Sisters Education Options 
Available for Students 
Sisters Eduction Options provides a variety of different ways 
families can tailor their students education within the Sisters 
School District.  

Mark Stewart, the Director of Student Services & Special 
Programs, oversees a variety of programs including Special 
Education, Talented & Gifted, Sisters Online School, Heart of 
Oregon and the Youth Transition Program.  

The Life Skills Program, run by Josh Nordell, is one of the 
most visible programs under the umbrella of Sisters Education 
Options.

“We recently hired 4 students from the Life Skills program to 
do light duties throughout the Sisters School District,” says 
Stewart.   “That was a big win for the schools and the 
students.  It says a lot about this program.”

For more information on all Education Options please visit 
www.ssd6.org/seo or email Mark Stewart at 
mark.stewart@sisters.k12.or.us.
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SHS Student receives 
Letter of 
Commendation 

Johanna Geisen, a senior at 
Sisters High School, received a 
Letter of Commendation from 
the National Merit Scholarship 

Program 
for being 
among the 
top five 
percent of 
more than 
1.6 million 
students 
who 
entered the 
2017 
competition 

by taking the 2015 Preliminary 
SAT/National Merit Scholarship 
Qualifying Test.

About 34,000 Commended 
Students throughout the nation 
are recognized for their 
exceptional academic promise.  

A spokesman for the National 
Merit Scholarship Corporations 
stated “these students represent 
a valuable national resource; 
recognizing their 
accomplishments, as well as 
their key role their schools play 
in their academic development, 
is vital to the advancement of 
educational excellence in our 
nation.”

Congratulations Joanna!

A reminder from Nutrition 
Services 
October is National Farm to School Month, a celebration 
between children and local food.  Check out what’s happening 
in the Nutrition Department!

If your student receives free or reduced lunch, new paperwork 
needs to be filled out every year to ensure their enrollment in 
the program.  

Paperwork from the 2015-2016 school year carried over only 
until the end of September.  Beginning October 3, if new 
paperwork is not received, students accounts will switch to 
‘paid’ accounts. 

If you have questions or need assistance with the paperwork 
please call Terri Rood at 541-549-4057.
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